RESIDENCE AT ALFOXDEN.
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always attended by her brother, and that mere intel-
lectual sympathies in reference to literature and nat-
ural scenery associated them, it is to be regretted that
the perfectly innocent friendship should have been the
cause of this small gossip, a thing in which De Quincey
rather delighted, and which sometimes mars the
pleasurableness of his otherwise felicitous recollections.
He was not at this time acquainted either with Cole-
ridge or the Wordsworths, and the information could
only have been derived from them during subsequent
years of confidential friendship, and not intended for
repetition. However it may have appeared to her
then, Mrs. Coleridge had in the future much cause to
be thankful for the disinterested friendship of Miss
Wordsworth.

How conducive to the best interests of her brother
at this time was the companionship of Miss Words-
worth, and how complete was his restoration to a
healthy and vigorous life after the political distractions
of his Continental experience, we gather from an allu-
sion in the Biographia Literaria of Coleridge. Re-
ferring to his life at Nether Stovvey, he says : " I was
so fortunate as to acquire, shortly after my settlement
there, an invaluable blessing in the society of one to
whom I could look up with equal reverence, whether
I regarded him as a poet, a philosopher, or a man.
His conversation extended to almost all subjects, ex-
cept physics and politics; with the latter he never
troubled himself."

The residence of Miss Wordsworth aud her poet
brother at Alfoxden, was terminated by circumstancesleridge were moderated by the consideration of the
